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Inconsistent Speech Disorder Assessment

This assessment can form part of a wider battery of tests to differentially diagnose Speech
Sound Disorders. The inconsistency assessment relates to the consistency of speech
production for the same word across three repetitions. This is an informal version, a
standardised inconsistency assessment can be found in the The Diagnostic Evaluation of
Articulation and Phonology (DEAP) (Dodd et al. 20061).

In this assessment the client is asked to name 25 pictures on three separate occasions.
Then their consistency score is calculated. Inconsistent Speech Disorder if they have at least
40% of words produced variably (Dodd, 20052).

There is a data sheet and stimulus booklet (powerpoint). Ask the client to name the pictures
in the book (powerpoint) and transcribe their answers. Do this 3 times with a break in
between each cycle, the client can take a break, play a game etc. If the client cannot name
the item the clinician can provide ‘clues’ to facilitate the word retrieval e.g. ‘you find it in a
kitchen’, ‘it’s not a knife, it’s a ___’. Do not tell the client the word as then they are copying
your model rather than accessing their representation of the word.

Printing instructions

You can use the powerpoint as it is, however if you wish to print it you need to print it as 2
slides per page, portrait, and print on one side of the page. Then you can cut the pages in
half and bound the pages as a book.

Further Resources

● Good Practice Guidelines for the Analysis of Child Speech:
https://www.nbt.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/BSLTRU_Guidelines%20for%20Analysis%2
0of%20Child%20Speech%20Data%20FINAL%20v2%20Oct%202017.pdf

● https://www.speech-language-therapy.com/
● https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/clinical-topics/articulation-and-phonology/
● https://speech-language-therapy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&i

d=16:ssd&catid=11#:~:text=Inconsistent%20Speech%20Disorder%20is%20a,are%2
0three%20types%20of%20inconsistency.

2 Dodd B (2005) Differential Diagnosis and Treatment of Children with Speech Disorder, 2nd Edition.
London: Whurr.

1 Dodd, B., Hua, Z., Crosbie, S., Holm, A. and Ozanne, A., 2006, Diagnostic Evaluation of Articulation
and Phonology (London: Pearson Publications).
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